
 

 

SINKING FUND UPDATE 

7/29/2015 

Each year, beginning this past fall, we will collect approximately $290,000.00 dollars in sinking fund monies 

from the district’s taxpayers for a total of 10 years. 

Project 1 – Orchard Primary Roof 

Earlier this spring the school district went out for bid to replace the current Orchard Primary roof with a metal 

roof.  We received 1 bid to replace the shingles with metal, at a cost of $498,774.00.   The Board then decided to 

look at alternative ideas for the roof project.  In the end however, the Board decided that it was important to 

listen to our voters who we promised a metal roof to in our sinking fund literature.  Our plan is to save a large 

portion of this year’s funds, as well as all of next year’s funds, and begin the metal roof project before the 2016-

2017 school year.  In the meantime, we will patch the Orchard Primary shingles using sinking fund dollars and 

replace all the flat roof sections on the building with a Durolast roof system using the remainder of our QZAB 

monies.  The school district plans to go out for bid again for the metal roof in late fall of this year. 

Project 2 – Secured Entranceways 

We are still looking at secured entrance ways for all three buildings and exploring a few options to provide the 

best possible safety for our students.  

 

The two biggest construction obstacles at the Orchard Primary involve the heat register used to heat the main 

hallway and a fire alarm.  Both would need to be relocated to provide the new reconfigured entrance.   

 

The Middle School poses other problems.  We cannot run a door through the vestibule into the office because 

we will not have enough space for handicap accessibility.  The other option is to move the second set of doors 

forward, but we would have to reconfigure the open ceiling space that would occur from such a move.  

  

Currently the High School has an unused ticket booth in the vestibule that could be turned into a door that would 

lead directly into the office.  This would make the High School the easiest and least costly to reconfigure.  

Potential costs for this project have gone up from our original rough estimate due to the complicated 

reconfigurations of both the Orchard Primary and Middle School.    

If you have further questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph B. Candela 

Superintendent 

Almont Community Schools 

 
 


